A REVERENT STUDENT OF INDIA

University at Benares, where he was given the degree
of Doctor of Letters and where the crowd's reception
served to reassure him after his experiences at Lucknow
and Allahabad. From Nepal he went to Patna, then,
for a quiet Christmas to Calcutta where he also attended
the Indian New Year procession. Happily, the rumours
of a possible show of disloyalty at Calcutta were followed
by an unmistakable atmosphere of welcome. Then the
R.I.M.S. Dufferm took him to Burma where he was
greeted in carnival spirit. So soon after his big game
expedition the mock pageant of wild beasts was an
admirably timed relaxation. In Burma the Prince's
staff found relief from the tense anxiety from which
they could rarely escape in India. The Prince himself
was no less relieved. How pleasant an interlude the
people of Burma provided is reflected in the Prince's
message to the Governor when the time came to go.
He assured them of his gratitude and affection and
expressed a deep regret that he was leaving them.
Madras, Bangalore, Mysore and Hyderabad were next
on the route. It was at the last of these places that the
Prince, as the Nizam's guest, experienced "oriental
splendour," that so threadbare phrase, in its fullest,
richest meaning.

Just as the North American tour would have been
incomplete without an inspection of the Niagara Falls,
so would the Indian tour have been an imperfect accom-
plishment, indeed, a thing of nought, had the great
Taj Mahal been omitted from the programme. At
Delhi, rumour crossed the path once more, and in
shape more than ever formidable. On the road between
Delhi and Patiala, it was said, the Prince's car had
been hit by a bullet. An official explanation was given,
but not before the tale, like wild-fire, had traversed
the land. It was carefully pointed out that, whereas
the arrangements were that the Prince was to travel
by train, no one outside his own staff knew that these
had been cancelled in favour of a road journey. More-